
For thousands of years, humans have transmitted their knowledge through cultural
forms such as folklore, mythology, songs, rituals, mores, and taboos, which
authentically conveyed knowledge to the next generation through their way of living
and oral traditions. However, with the introduction of modern schooling as the
primary source of knowledge dissemination, intergenerational transactions of
cultural knowledge and practices within communities have been blocked, weakening
the connection between individuals and their communities. In colonized nations,
there is a marked difference in values and aims of life across generations due to the
absence of a live connection with cultural values and practices. This has resulted in
the new generation being misinformed by the consumerist cultures of the global
economy, leading to a changing relationship with their cultural elements. 

In this context, the suggestion by National Education Policy 2020 to introduce
Knowledge of India to students from a young age to foster self-assurance, self-
knowledge, cooperation, integration, and pride in the nation should be welcomed.
This knowledge will cover information on ancient India's contributions to modern
India and its achievements and difficulties, including diverse social, cultural, and
technological needs, unique artistic, linguistic, and intellectual traditions, and strong
ethical standards. In addition to linguistic proficiency, Knowledge of India is deemed
crucial for developing into good, prosperous, inventive, adaptive, and productive
humans in today's world of rapid change. The educational curriculum should include
a scientific integration of this knowledge and incorporate Indian knowledge systems,
including tribal knowledge and indigenous learning methods, into various disciplines.
While this move towards decolonizing knowledge is welcome, it requires intensive
and exploratory efforts across disciplines. 

The Department of Education, Patna Women's College, along with the collaborating
institutions, invites scholars, researchers, and activists to deliberate on the
dimensions of the Knowledge of India, which will be discussed around four broad
themes.
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Founded in 1912, Loreto College is a women’s college affiliated to the
University of Calcutta. It was the first college in West Bengal to be assessed
by NAAC. It was awarded the highest rating of five stars in 2000. The College
was Re-accredited by NAAC in December 2006 and was awarded an A
grade. The College had the 3rd cycle of re-accreditation by NAAC in
September 2012 and was awarded an A grade. The Education Department,
founded in 1913, is recognized by the N.C.T.E. and was awarded the B++
grade by NAAC in 2003. The Department was re-accredited in 2009 and was
awarded an A grade. The UGC recognised Loreto College as a College with
Potential for Excellence in 2006 and again in 2011. The courses offered at this
college include B.A. (Honours & General) in Education, English, History,
Political Science, Psychology & Geography; B.Sc. (Honours &.General) in
Geography & Economics; B.A. (General) in Bengali, Hindi, Economics,
Journalism, Film Studies, Sociology, Human Rights & Mathematics.

Loreto College, Kolkata

Patna Women's College Autonomus
Patna Women's College, the first College for women in Bihar, was established
in 1940. The College trains the students in the academic field and provides
ample opportunities to learn creative arts, social service, environmental
awareness, leadership quality and value-based personality development.
Patna Women's College has completed three cycles of accreditation by
National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) with an 'A' grade
with a Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA) of 3.58 out of 4 and has
been rated by NAAC as one of the highest performing institutions in India.
The College also has the 'College with Potential for Excellence (CPE)' status
accorded by UGC. In January 2018, Patna Women's College was conferred
Autonomous status by UGC. The College has also been accorded the status
of Star College by DBT, Govt. of India. The College has achieved 1st rank in
Arts and 3rd rank in Science in the Eastern Zone in the India Today MDRA Best
College of India Survey, 2022. The Department of Education of Patna
Women's College was granted recognition by the National Council for
Teacher Education (NCTE) in 2005. It was accredited with 'A' grade, CGPA of
3.52/4, by NAAC in 2011. 


